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Profellors of this Age: i 


Where, if they read with meekneſs, 4 
and inthe true light, ſuch of them as have not i 
overſlipt the day of their viſitation , may ſee their own * 
ſpirirs, to their own everlaſting advantage and comfort; - " 
by learning ſubjeRion to that , which hath po- 
werin ic to deftroy this evil ſpirit in themes... < 
CONTAINING | i 
Some ExcEyTions and ARGUMENTS of the-- | 
Fews, againſt Chriſts Appearance inthatfleſhly form of - 
his in their” dayes, which the preſent Profeſſors may view, 
and compare with their Exceptions and Arguments e- 
gainſt his Appearance in Spirit inthis Age, that 
they may ſce and conſider which of them are 
the' more, and the more weighty. 
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The Pxz rack, 


HE LordGod of infinite goodneſs, who hath ever dearly 
loved Mankind, yet could never ſo appear to thems ſince 
the tranſgreſſion, as tobe ewned by them,till the vail was 
taken from before their hearts. Iſrael in Egypt htarken- 

ed not to Moſes, becauſe of their anginſh and bondage, When they. were 
led out, they-were ever and ancn murmuring, and picking quarrels 
againſt him. Samuel they rejefed ( as the Lord laies totheir charge) 
theugh they wight excuſe themſelves, and ſay they had juſt excepti- 
ons againſt his ſens. Elijab,that mighty man cf God the great reſtorer 
cf Iſracl, anapleader agairft Baal by fire hrs life was ſorght for. And 
theugh there be not a particular record of their nſage of the Prophets 
about thoſe cayes, yet in general he complains that they were all ſlain 
but himſelf, 1 King. 19.10.Micaiah was [more on the check, and jeered 
bp tbe falſe Prephet which ſmote him, and ſaid, which way went the 

Spirit of the Lord from me to peak umothee ? And he was command- 

ed to be put in priſon, and fed with bread of affiifticn, and water of af- 

flidtion. Jeremiah was pat in the dungeon, even tothe danger of his 
life: and by thoſe few that were left that ſeemed ſingly to enquire by 
him concerning the will of the Lord, ( Jer. 42.2,3.) diſdaivfully reje- 

Fed, chap.43-2. What ſnould IT fpend time in particular inſtances ? 

What Prophet can Texcept ? for though all their bad dealings with . 

them, are wot related in Scripture, yet Chriſt teſtifies that they did 

deal badly With them all, ſome of them they ſtoned, ſome of them they , 
ſcourged in their Synagogues, ſome of they they killed and a ay 
and others they perſecuted from City ro City. Tea, ſaith Stephen , 
whichofthe Prophets have not your fathers perſecuted ? and they have 
ſlain them which ſhewed befcreof the coming of the Fuſt one, Ve make 
it ſuch a ftrange thing, that if Chriſt had been a Prophet, ye ſhould 
not own him : why which of the Prophets was owned ? ye have ſtill 
ſeme exception 6x other againſt us,that we are not the Prophets of God, 
and againſt our meſſage,that it # not the mind of God. Ye take ar gu- 
ments from one Prophets werds,to oppoſe another Prophet with, and 
from one Prophets manner of coming, tooppoſe another Prophets man- 
ner of coming. If John come neithey eating nor drinking, ye rejett 
tim for his arflerereſs : if Chriſt come both eating and drinking, ye 
rejett him for hu liberty and freedome inthe life. Now what 1; the 
reaſon of this ?. Chriſt him[elf gives the reaſon, Mat. 11.19. Wiſ- 
domeis juſtified ofher children. Ye aro not the children of wiſdow, 
| A2 Je 
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not juſtifie that ſpirit. Te have got the Letter of the Prophets, Je ave 
born of that ;, but ye are not born of the life, ye are not horn of the 
wiſdome, eAvd ſo, whoever comes forth in the ſame birth from the 
Letter with you, him ye can own « but if any Prophet come forth with 
that ſame ſpirit, him ye cannot own. Hethat 5 born after the fleſh, 


cannot but perſecute him that s born after the ſpirit. Feruſalem was . 


all along the perſecuter of the Prophets, from the beginning to the end. 

And us this nothing to yoa, O ye Profeſſors of this age ? Search and 
ſee who have been the perſecuters among you, but they who have had 
the name of the Charch and her Prophets ? Who hath ſlain the Wit- 
neſſes ? The Church of Rome hath ſlain the Witneſſes az ainſt her,and 
the Proteſtants have ſlain the Witneſſes againſt them. About the be- 
ginning of theſe troubles, if a man were never ſo truly zealow , yet 
sf he could not conform to the Commun-prayer-book and Ceremonies, 
how was he perſecuted? A Non-confo: miſt, a Separatiſt,a Browniſt, 
an Anabaptiſt ( thoughowning the ſame Chriſt in his very heart and 
ſoul)yet becauſe his prattiſe was a teſtimony againſt the falſe Church- 


worſhip of the common Proteltant , mſt be hunted up and down to 
Comrts, impriſoned, fined, baniſhed. And to this day, the Lord can. .. 
bring forth nobirthof hu Spirit, but the zealous Profeſſor hates, Yee + 


viles, and ſeeks to deſtroy. If the Lord lay any Law uponthe Conſci- 
ence, if it be not ſuitable totheir apprehenſions fromthe Letter, how 
dothey reproach, diſdain, revile, andendeavour to render ſuch od:- 
pres tothe Magiſtrates, andto the People ! | 

But why ſhonld we wonder at theſe things * There ts no new thing 
under the Sun. The ſtateof the world is j1iſt 45 it alwaies was, The 
power of Truth in every age, hath been ſtill oppoſed by thoſe who cry- 
ed upthe Form, It were a wonder if it ſhould ve otherwiſe, I ſhould 


much more wonder, if the Teachers and Profeſſors of this age ſhould :« 


own Truth , than that they ſight againſt ut and perſecuteit. Well 
friends and brethren, be ſtrong in the Lord, aud farthful to his Truth 
inthe power of his might ;, bear the reproach” the affiiftions of this 
age, the perſecutions of this your day : Serily yoar eyes ſhall ſee that 
there is a reward for the righteous, aud your hearts fhall be ſatisfied 
with it, when the children ef the Kingaome (of thus age, as well as of 
Chriſts , and all former ages ) ſhall be ſhut out in utter darkneſs, 
where ſhall be weeping, aud wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth, 
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Some Exceptions and Arguments of 


the Zews, againſt Chriſt's Appearance, &c. 


UTI H E Jews were once the only outward vi- 


WEmp Promiſe of, and expeRted the Aeſſiab, 
RR whoſe faith and hope of ayehans os was in 

MAS Pim, yea, andat that very time they were 
WAY! | jooking for him, yet when he = he 
WUD YIRITCD was a ſtone of ſtumbling, and a rock of of- 

fencetothem, and they could by no means 
receive him. They were ful! of reaſonings, and doubts, and con- 
tendings abour'it, but could never with all their wiſdom from the 
Letter, determine that that was he. Though he lived as never 
man lived, though he ſpake as never man ſpake, thongh he did 
what never mandid; yerſtill ſome exception or other they had 
from theLetter of the Scriptures, to'which hismanner of appear- 
ance, his converſation, and his DoArine aid not ſuitin their judg- 
ment ; and ſoafter many Diſputes and Debates, they at lengt 
defiver him up to death, asa Blaſphemer, a deceiver, a ſeducer of 
the People. | 
Many Exceptions and Arguments they had againſt him, againſt 

his Deſcent, his Do&rine, his Prattsſes, his Miracles, his Follow- 
ers, &c. which I ſhall referto Heads, co make them more obvi- 
OUs. | 
T7. They excepted at his deſcent and kindred. Is not this the 
Carpenters Son ? Ts not bis Mother called Mary ? and hu Bres 
thren, James, and Joſes, and Simon, and Judas? And hy Sifters 
are they not all with us ? Matt. 13, 55,56. -( What this the glo- 
rious Meſſiah , the great King of Glory , of whom all the Pro- 
phets have propheſied and ſpoke —_ great things ! ſurely'it can- 


not 
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mM {ible People of God, who were choſen by 
God for a-peculiar People, who had the 
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not'be.)) And they were offended in him, verſ, 57. Tt was this 
made them they-could not receive. that beavenly DoGtrine of his 
which otheriviſe might have been life to them, when he rayghr 
them that he was the bread of Life that came down from heavesx ; 
but they murmured becauſe of ir, and ſaid, 1s nor this Fer the 
ſon of Joſeph, whoſe Fathcr and Meother we know? How v5 it they 
that heſaith, I came down from heaven, John 6. 4.1, 42, So a- 
gain, John 7.27. We kaowths max whence he is, but when Chrif 
cometh, no man knoweth whence he xg. This wasa cloſe Argumenc 
and was raiſed up to ear out a deep impreſſion of his being the 
Chriſt, as may appear from the foregoing verſe. He ſpeakech 
indeed boldly, and deep things, &c. asif he were the Chriſt; buc 
how can he be he, ſeeing it is known from whence he comes ? 

2. Athis Country, or place of his Education and reſidence; 
which was Nazarcth of Galilee, Can there any good thing come 
out of Nazareth ? John 1. 46. Shall Chriſt come oxt of Galilee ? 
John 7.41. Search and look, fer ont of Galilee ariſeth no Pro- 
phet, verſe 52. 

. At the time ana ſeaſon of his Coming. Hecame( asto their 
ſenſe ) before E/ias. With this Argument they pinched the Dil- 
ciples, as is ſignified in that Query of theirs to Chriſt, - Why thex 
ſay the Seribes that Elias mnſt firſt come ? Matt. 17.10 Thiscould 
not but be a ſore Argument in the mouth ofthe Scribes, who 
might reaſon with the Diſciples 0n this wiſe : What poor, ignc- 
raut, ſottiſh, deluded People are you, to own this man for your 
Maſter, and take him for the Meſliah ? Z/izs muſt grit come, ard 
reſtore all things, If this man preached never ſo heavenly No- 
Aripe, -anddid never fo many Miracles, yet jf hepreterd to be 
the Meſſiah, he can be but a Deceiver ; for thecrue :eſſiah 
comesnot before Elias, andevety one knows that Eltas is not 
yet come, nor his work of reſtoring alithings, fo rauch as be- 

an. 

4. His Deftrine adminiſtred abundance of offence to them, 
and they were continually ſtumbling at ict. Thar heavenly dc- 
Erine mentioned a little before, that hewas the bread of life, 
they murmuredat it, Fob# 6. 41, When hodid but fay, God was 
his father, they preſontiy fiew out upon him, and faid hz made 
himſelf equal with God, fohn 5. 18. When he ſaid, Deſtroy 
this Temple, and in thre dayes Twill raiſe it up , they mifunder- 
food him, and brought.it forth as an argument againſt. him a} 

| | +» _ The. 
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the time of bis ſuffering, ar. 26.61: And caſtit asa jearin 
his teeth,” Mat 27:40, When he did but ſay to the man ſick of 
the paſie, Sor thy ſins are forgiven tbee , the Scribes-and Phariſees 
preſently exclaimed againithim, who ws this which fpraketh blaſ- 
phomies ? who can ſergive fins, but God alone ?. Luke 5.21. ard 
chap. 7. 49. Whenhe preached very powerfully againſt cove- 
renſmeſs, the Phariſees derided him, Lore 16, 14. Yea, when 
he did but preach a Parable or two about the Wradow of Sarrpta, 
and Naaman he Syrian ( it coming a littlecloſe to the:r State } 
all they in the Synagogne were ſo filled with wrath,that they roſe up 
and thruſt him ozt of the City, and led him wntothebrow of the 
hill to caſt him down headlong, Luke 4. 23,29, At his faving that 
Abraham 1<cyced to ſee his day, and he ſawit, and was glad , 
the Jews replyed, Thox art wet yet fifty yearsold, and haſt thus 
fees Abraham ? Fohn $. 57.>How abſurd-ard impoſlible was 
this rochem, that a man of not fifty years, ſhould fay.thac Abra- 
ham ( wholived ſo many ages before ) faw his day; And inſtead 
ofgiving them an argument to demonſtrate it to them, he only 
recurns them a more confdentaffirmation, Ferily, Feraly, .F {ay 
xnto yor. before Abraham was I am , vcrſ. 58S. which ſo enraged 
them, that they took up ſtones to calt ar -him,” ver/. 59, Now 
mark, thelite ſpeaks whatir ſees and knows, and ſoit gives forth 
its Textimony : the wiſe profeſſor not being in rhe life, - he cat= 
not know or receive the teſtimony, but calls for arguments and 
eamonſtrations. to his wiſe-eye, the life reſuſeth to anſwer 
him,burt inſtead thereof, ovly affirmeth the ching moreſtrongly & 
confidently; this(being ſo far from that whichhe looks for and re- 
quiresto fatisfie him) kindles diſdain and rage in him:and he looks 
upon the life, for this way of proceeding, as worthy to beſtoned. 
W har,whenthey ſhould lay before Chriit a fair argument, where- 
by they might plainly convince him by evident reaſon, chat he 
could not. ſee Abrahams Gay, and he inſtead of anſwering, ir, 
ſhould only bring forth a more conkdent affirmation. Would 
not mens wiſdomein thisage, even hiſs at ſuck a thing ? yetthis 
was the way of the life then, inthat day ; and the life may at his 
pleaſure, take the ſame way again now, to offend the wile and 
knowing. ; | Py 
When heſpake of his being che good Shepheard, andof his lay- 
ing down his li fe forthe Sheep ( and of the Hirelings flecing wn 
time of danger to ſave himſelf) Fohx 10, verſe 11.12, &c. ma- 
p< nes _ oy 


ny + the Jews ſaid, be hath a Devil, and « mad, why hear < 


him ? verſ. 20. Many of them that were then the'people of God: 


ons ſeparated people: for the Jews were a people ſeperated 
om the World, and ſtudied the Law, and obſerved the Ordi- 
* nances of Moſes) looked upon Chrift, as aman not fittobe 
heard ſpeak,but as a mad man,as one that had a Devil, as one that 
might have great power of deceit from the Devil, to bewitch men 


from truth ; why hear ye him ?what good can ye expe&-from him?: 


He hath a Devil, and is mad. O how deſperately will bold 
fleſh venture to judge of thelife and power of God, when it hath. 
got alittle knowledge from the Scriptures, and a way of worſhip, 
duties, and ordinances | 

When he ſaid, [and my Father are one, John 10. 30, they 
Fook up ſtones again to ſtone him, verl, 31. and made no queſtion 
but they did wel! in doing of it, as appears by their anſwer ts his 
demand , for which of his good works they ſtoned him? They 
reply very confidently, for 4 good work we ſtone thee not, but for 
Blaſphemy, and becauſe thou being aman, makeſt thy («lf God, 
verſ. 32, 33. And when he ſaid, If a man keep my ſaying, he 
foall never ſee death, Fohn8. 51. Then laid the Jews unto him, 
nom we know that then haſt a Devil, Abraham ur dead, and the 
Prophets are dead, who makeſt thou thy ſelf ? verſ. 53. Were not 
Abraham andthe Prophets holy men ? had not they the ſayings 
of God ?- and did not they keep the ſayings of God? yet they 
aredead. Such a kind of ſpeech as-this muſt needs be from the 
Devil. Now thou makeft maniſeft from what Spirit thou ſpeak- 
eft, Now know we that thou haſt a Devil. And indeed how 
could the profeſſors of that age digeſt ſuch things, being ſo con- 
trary to whatappeared to them, to be certain-cruch in the Scrip-- 
rures. 

Andthere were many other things as hard'to them, though 
the exceptions which might or'did arife in their minds, are not 
particularly mentioned : as when he ſaith, 7am the door of the 
Sheep. All that came before me (are thieves and robbers, but the 
Sheep did not hear them, ohn 10,7, 8. How offenſive mult this 
DoErineneeds have beento them, going carnally tounderſtand 
and reaſonabout it? What were all the Prophets and holy men 
before thee, thieves and robbers? did che truth never come, tiil 
thou broughtſt ir? What became of our Fore-fathers informer 
apes? were they none of them Gods Sheep ? did none of them. _ 
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chat's utterly falſe : for they did hear Afoſer, and they did hear 


the Prophets : and we have their writings,and will keepto them - 


for all thee, let who will be thy Sheep. When he faid, that he 
came net to ſend peace but diviſion, Mat. 10.25. How readily 
might they reply,” that bis own mouth diſcovered him, notto- 


be the Meſſiah, the Saviour, the peace-maker, but the wor-' 
ker of diviſions, the cauſer of breaches in families, _— three 


againſt two, andtwoagainſt three, Zuke21. 51. When heſaid, 
whoſoever committeth ſin uthe ſervant of ſin, fohn 8. 34. Might 


not they well except againſt this, as condemning the whole ge-- 
neration of the righteous, and making null the way of ſacrifices: 


which God had appointed for ſins committed at any time by his 


people, which could not but preſuppoſe their commiſſion of ſin ?: 
did not Abraham, TI/aac, David, Moſes,& the reſt of the Prophets 


all commit ſin, and were they ſervantsof fin? He taught alſo, 


that rhe children of the Kingdom ſhould be caſt into utter darkneſs, 


at. 8. 12. Oh how harſh would this ſound in the ears of the 


zealous profeſiing Jew, who was waiting and boping for the: 


Kingdome !- So in his DoAtrine there ſeemed many contradiQions 
ro the fleſhly underſtanding, for one while he ſaid, 77«dge no 


man, for I came not to condemn the World: and yet washe not. 


continually judging and.condemning the Scribes, the Phariſees, 
the Prieſts, the Lawyers, and that whole generation of profeſ- 


ſors? So again he came to ſeek and ſavethat which was loſt, ro- 


preach the Goſpel of peace : . and yet another while he faith, he 
came not to ſend peace but a ſword, and to kindlea fire, andto: 
ſet men at variance, &c. Again, one while he faid, and my 
Father are one, another time, my Father ts greater than I, one 
while he bid men do as the Scribes and Phariſees, taught ; another 


whilehe bid men beware of the Leaven, or DoRrine of the Pra- 
riſeesand Saduces, ſat. 16.12. | | 


But to what purpoſe ſhould 1 heap-up -any more inſtances? 


O thou thar readeſt this, wait to know in thyſelf the carthat 
cannot hear Chriſts DoQrin,and while thon condemneſt the Jews, 
do not run into the ſameerror of unbeliefand gain-faying, bur 
wait to know the voice of Chriſt inthis day, and to receive the 
eartbat can hear it, for theugh thou ſhouldeſt be willing to bear, 
yet thou canſt nor, till thy ear be opened. Nicodewwm who 


could: 


the door? for thon ſaiſt' thou art the door, and thou haſt beent - 
but of late. And whereas thou ſaiſt,the Sheep did not hear them, 
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could: acknowledge Chriſt 'a teacher rome from God, vet.could. 
not receive” the docrine' of the new birch from him, hn 3.4. | 
and. thete were: many things the diſciples tliemſelves werenct 
able to bear,; for when,” ata'tertaintime, he ſpake of giving bis 
fleſh ro.cat, not only.che Jews, Fohn 6.5 2. but they alſo tumbled, 
ver,64,: and who is there among profeſſors, that can now bear 
it,  er:receive Chriſts own interpretation of it ? who ſaich, that 
the ofirſa G whith they underſtood ) profirerh moihing,, but che 
fleih whick;he meanowas irie avd 1ife, veri63. 

5. At his;prattiſes; and conver/ation , How 1s it that he 
eateth' aud arinketh, with Publicans and iuncrs, Mark 2.16. 
Behold ginttenors manard a wine bibber,a friend of Publican: 
and frentrs, 'Luke 7.14. Thu manif hewerea Prophet, world 
have known who; \and what manner of woman this is that toucheth 


him; for ſie 8 4 ſinner, Luke7. 39. At the Publicans ard. 


{ianers,drawing mph to hear him, the Phariſees and Scribes 
were offended, and murmured ſaying, This man recerveth 
ſrnnert,. ang. eateth with them, Luke 15.1,2.and when he went 
o'Z aches: houſe, they allmurmured, ſaying, that he was gore 
tobe Gueſt with s man that 15 a\ſinner, Luke 19.7. 

- Again, becauſe he healed '0h the Sabbath, and juſtified his 
diſciples in plucking of ears of corn on the Sabbath, they were 
filled with madneſs, and communed what they might do to him, 
Luke 6. ver, 3. and ver. 10, II. and tock counſel} buw they might 
deſtroy him, Mark 3.5,6. Another time, the Ruler of che Syna- 


$0gue ſpake with indignation about ic, Leke 13.14, Yea, the 


eps did; perſecrte fe(ns,and ſought to ſlay him becauſe he had 
healed, a-wan, and bid hin tahe «p his bed ad Walkon the Sa6- 
bath zay, John 5.ver. 8,16. and ſomeof thern made ita ſtrong 
argument againit kim, this mas is not of God, becauſe he keepet!» 
act the Sabbath: day, John'g. 16, What come from God, ard 
be a breaker of his Ordipances? Can theſetwo ſtand rogether ? 
Read and conſider, what more ri& Ordinance of God under 
the Law, thanthe-Sabbatlr? "What one Ordinance more condr.- 
cing to the honour and worſhip of God ? Did nottheir whole 
religion 'and worſhip much depend upon it? How could this 
pollibly bur bea great-offence to them in thar Spirit, and Lirteral 
Wiſdome fromthe Scriptures, wherein they ſtood?, Yet Chriſt, 
in tus fleſhly appearance/ was Lord ofthe Sabbach, and in his 
ſpiritual appearance he doth norloſe his dominion. | 

Again 


A*Glaſs for Profeſſors. Ca 

Again they excepted againſt him, that he did not teach his dif 
ciples to” faſtand pray as fon did, Luke 5.33. : but could fuffer 
them to tranſgreſsthetradicions of the Elders, Mar. 1.5.2.he was 
not arict after the Jews way: of deyotion, not ftriR& after Fohns 
| way neither, bur againſt the traditions of the godly Elders of 
| the Fewiſa Church, againt ſanRifying of the Lords - Sabbath 
| ( juſtifying his diſciplesin plucking cars of corn thereon, where- 
as their fore-fzthers the Jews, were not ſo muchas to eather 
Manna on that day ) againſt faſting and- prayer, for he juſtified 
his diſciples in chatthey did not faſt andpray as 75h did, faying, 
how could they white the bride-groom was with them ?. Mat.g. 
15. and conlider which way the Jews (in the Nate they tood ) 
could underſtand ſuch an anſwer as this, toreſt ſaſltfed therewith? 
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are of God ) but ſhew us a ſign from heaven, or elſe blame us 


4 not for not leaving Moſes to runafter thee... 
| 7.They excepted atrhe Teſtimony, which the Spiripof God jn 
him, gave concerning him. When he ſpake the inward Teſti- 


mony, | which the ſpirit of God gave from within, ſaying, {oro 
FRE. : 


; —W A glaſs for Profeſſors. " 
& | the light of the world, he that followeth me, ſhall not walk in day. 
£ eſs, but ſhall have thelight of life, John8.13. they preſently 
cried our thou beareſt record of thy ſelf, thyrecord is not tyur, 
verſe 14.mark his anſwer, It i written in your law, that the Te. 
ſtimony of two men us true, 1 am one that Lear witneſs of my ſelf, 
and the Father that ſent me beareth witneſs of me, verſe 17, 18. 
1 How would ſuchan anſwer paſs now in theſe dayes, though the 
| ſame life ſhould ſpeak it? would not the wiſe profeſſors of this 
age even hoot at it? yet the thing is known at this day, even 
che life which the Father begers, and the Fathers teſtifying of ir, 
and with it : and thou that readeft this, mighte!t know it,couldeſt 
thou waitin the loſs of thine own life, ( wiſdome, and knowledg) 
for it, 

'8, They excepted againſt his diſciples and followers, which 
were women, Publicans and ſinners, the common people, yea 
the meaneſt, the pooreſt, and moſt Ignorant ( in their account ) 
who were fitteſt to be deluded andledaway, Are ye alſo de- 
ceived? Have any of the Rulers,or of the Phariſees beleeved on 
him ? bat this people who knoweth not the law, arecarſed, John 
7. 47,48, 49. the common people,” the ignorant people, the 
unſetled people, ſuch as know not the law, ſuchas underſtand 
not the Scriptures, they run after him, and cry him up : bur 
which of the Setled ones, which of the truly Zealousones, which 
of the Wiſe men in the knowledge of the Law and Prophets, 
which of the orthodox Scribes and Phariſees, who keep cloſe to 
Aeoſes, which of theſe beleeve in him? whom of them can he 
deceive? As for the heady people,who ( for want of knowledge 
of the Scriptures ) are ready to run after every new fanple, they 
are not worth che minding, they are accur/ea, and therefore no 
marvel thoughGod give them up to follow this deceiver,& tocry 
up his new Light, and forſake rhe good old Light of Moſes & the 
Prophets. : | 

'9. They excepted againſt him, that he did not rebuke his 
diſciples, and the multitude {ſpreading their parments, cutting 
down branches from the trees and ſtrowing them in the way ) 
with the children that cried Ho/anna to him,as he rode on the 
Aſſe Colt to eru/alem : but herather juſtified chem, Zyke 19 
[ 31. and Mat21.15,16.what a ridiculous, and vainglorious peice 
if of pageantry would his ſeem to the fleſhly wike eye ? 

[[- 20. That hedid not ſhgy ſufficient authority for what hedid. 
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By whatauthority doſt thou theſe things ? and who gave thee this 
authority, &c. Mark 11.28. Thoutakeſt upon thee great aurho- 
rity over the people of God, over their Teachers, yea over Gods 
Temple, Sabbath, and Ordinances ; but, wheres thy authority ſo 


todo? Shew us that, &c. 


11. They excepted when he ſpoke of his ſufferings and death, 
We have heard in cur Law, that Chriſt abideth for ever,” and 
how ſaiſt thou, the Son of Man muſt be lift up ? Who # the ſon of 
man? John 12.34. Sure he that is to be lift up, cannothe the 
Chriſt which is to abide for ever, and not todie : So that here (in 
one breath) thou haſt overthrown all that thou haſt been ſetting 
up bythy Preaching and Miracles. Now which way could they 
underſtand this thing ? Nay the very Diſciples themſelves could 
not ſwallow it, but were ſtarcſed at it , and Chriſt was faini to 
hideit a long time from them. And yet if there be any thing held 
forth now.in theſe dayes by the ſame ſpirit,” ( as concerning light 
and perfection, or other truths which are ſeen in the ſpiric ) be- 
cauſe men cannot apprehend them with their carnal underſiand- 
ing, and make them agree with their carnal knowledge of the 
Scriptures, what liberty do they take to themſelves to ſpeak both 
azainſt the truchir ſelf, and alſo againſt them who have ſeen theſe 
things inthe ſpirit, and ſpeak them from the ſpirit? Now who- 
ſoever becomes a Diſciple,muſt waitin the obedience to know the 
docrine, and not think to enter with that wiſdome, and carnal 
reaſoning from Scriptures, which the Scribes and Phariſees, and 
Profeſſors of that age were ſhut out with. | 

There were many other things which they could not but ex- 
cept againſt, as at his anſwers totheir queſtions, to which ſome- 
times he wasſilent and gave no anſwer at all. Ar other times, he 
anſwered nor directly, but in Parables (and how offenſive is this 
ro mans wiſdome, who requires a poſitive and dire&t anſwer?) 
And ſometimes his anſwers might ſeem quite from the thing, as 
fohn I2. 34,35» 

His not giving reſpec to perſons ( forit was a known thing of 
him, that he regarded not mens perſons, Mar. 22.16.) could not 
be very pleaſing tothem, who loved greetings, and ſought honor 
one of another. He ſhewed not reſpe@ to Herod the King, ( bux 


' ſpake contemptuouſlly of him, as men would accountit_) Go ſaith 


be, and tell that Fex. He did not ſhew reſpec to the reverend 
and prave Doors of the Law, nay nor to the High Prieſt _ 
| Ci. : ſelf; 
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felf, Nay be didnot ſhew reſpect to. his own Diſci ples, but ſaid 


x0 Peter, (when he| mildly and! dffeftionately. deſired his death 
might be-avoided ) Get thee: bebind me Satan. + How hatth and 
rongh «reply: might! his ſeem? If Perer haderred, through his 
affe&tion and tenderneſs to his Maſter, ameek ſpirit would gently 
haveinformegd him, bur rocillhim Devil, and ſay, pet thee be- 
hind me; what kind of ſpiric deth this favour of, would tharipro:. 
fefling few ſay,” vo knoweth not the true meekneſs, but feeks 
afcerk fleſhly meeknels; which is a ſervant to che fſhly wiſdome 
and priidence, but nottrue born? Nay he did.not fpeak reſpeCive- 
ty co hisown Mother,-.( as mans ſpirit, by its rule of reſpe&t 
would judse and condemn him ) bur faid, Woman, what have 
ro do with thee?? obs 2. 4.: and ina manner denied all his re- 
tations, Hat'x2. 48: 51.00 31053890 

' ' Laftly,(ro inftanceino-mote ). at his harſh! cenſures of all the 
Profeſſors-of that age,:{ which obſerved the Law of 2ofes, and 
Tſyaels Statutes.) with all theirlaboriousand godly Teachers, ju- 
flifying none but himſelf, and whathe taught, and a few of his 
followers. Hetold them-thar they hau'noc the /ove of God tn them, 
John $5442.” Did nov this (think ye+) ſeera co.rhem a very harſh 
charge? And why'not the loveof God? . becaute they did not 
follow-him, and hs new DoQrine? yea,-would they be ready to 
fay, they did love God, and kept 13 Commandements, Sabvaths, 
and Ordinances, which he tran{greſfed. 

- 'Hetaidthis alſots their charge, tharthey did not believe 2:- 
ſes, John5. 46, What an:iunjult.charge might this ſeem, 'when 
rhey were ſo.zealonsfor Fo/vs; and their very diflike of him, and 
controverſie agairilt him, was for the ſake of the Law and Ocdi- 
nances of Aoſes 7» | 

-.. Anothes chargehe laid to them was, that they were not the 
thildret6ff Abyaha#s} or of God, bur of the-Nevil,; Jobs 8. ver, 
20,42,44; What a raſh cenforionsman might they account him 
thus to ſpeak of them, who were the human ſeed of Abraham, 
who 'were ſuch ſtri& obſervers of Gods Laws and Ordinances, 
{ whictris the property of his children ) and ſuch enemies to the 
Devil, that they would not be drawn from the.truths, and way 
df worſhip taught by Fo/es arid the Prophets, no net by allthe 
Meactes keconkd work ?- i nana: 51:7 
Þ "Be called chem a faithleſs and perverſe Generation, Mart 17. 
0s _ _ H> 
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He t91d them that they did not know Ged, though they ſaid 
vith confidence thac he was their Ged ; John 12,5455. How. 
could” rhey bear this? "They had beer ſtvdvingrhe law ant P76. 7 
Pon ang yada greatit ock'of knowleuge from thefice,'and were” 

wick arndexa in worthip( ſome of them, as welt as Pajrl,micht 
[ e according tothe Law blameleſs Jand now te betold they did. 
rot know God ? Nay, he that aboundeth in knowledge, devo. 
tion, and worſhip,y et bcing not in the life and pure Power gi.the- 

Spi1 Ir, liarh not one drim of. the trueknowledge, _ 

He told them that they ſhould dye 7: their fins, Tobi 8. 2T. 
( O: hard word, and fer ere judgercent ! ) And yer hehadtold- 
tem a lictle beforethat he judged no man, ver: 5: yea they did 
think themſelves exceedingly wronged by hi; and thought 
that no man that hadany thing of Godin him could ſpeak ſuch 

Rings, but ouly one that was an enemy to the peop! ef God, 
ard led by th e ſpirit of Satan; To this eftet they ee rhrach org 
ſelves, verſe 48. of that Chap, Say we not well.that thou art 4 
Samaritan, and hath a Devil * 

Yea when- Chriſt charged them with going iabeat to kill him 
tlieyicemed to themſelves ſo clear in their own conſciences, that 
they anſwered, thor haſt a Devil, who goes about to kill thee ? 
Joln 7429. how caiily might they cloſe up the controverſte, 
and by this very thing conclude wy falſe Prophet? He 
ſayes we went altout to kill bim, when ( God knows) therewas 
not ſuchathing inour hearts. Canthis man bea true Prophet ? 
yet Chiiſt knew the proceiling Jews to be the Murtherer, 
ard in and for his Religion ſake fill ſeeking to ſlay him. .. Ard 
there is no ſuch murcherer of Chridt ( thelite ) upon the earth; 
asthe zealous Profeſſor ard 1c orſhipper out of thelife. He'thar 
is in thz Jitecapr.ot perſecute any man; hethat is out of the life, 
cannot but perſecute him that ts in the life.” Hereby he true 
and talle <cbriitian may be diſcerned, by theweaktltirople: and 
ſingle eye. 

And then for their teackersar: texpounters5fikic love PAS 
excecding bitrer Cid be ſeem againſt them? and how heavy 
things was he continually laying to their charge ? Hecalled them 
E15:; JCal ids, Hypocrites , painted Sepalcbres, Graves which 
appear wet, and Prononuc ed woe upon woe againſt them, 
kead that one place, Mat. 23. 33. Te Serpents, TeGeneration 
ef Vipers, how can ye eſcape the damnation of | Hel! ? - What 

C2 ſpeak. 
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ſpeak thus: of our zealous Teachers, who ſtudy the Law, are 
ſtri&-in practiſing ofthe Ordinances, and take ſuch pains toin- 
inſtru& us in the -mind of God, from Zoſes andthe Prophets? 
was ſuch a man as thisfit to live? Nay and he does not ſhew 
a Goſpel ſpitit, mark how ſharp and bitter his words came from 
him ( for indeed a ſharper ſpeech,with greater vehemency and 
indignation of fpirir, can bardly be ſpoken ) and they might 
ſeem to aggravate this ſharp condemnation of his, from his own 
confeſſion : he bimfelf had confeſſed chat they fate in JZo/es chair 
( now he might have ſhewn ſome honour to oſs chair,and 
£0 their office , which was of God, and doubtleſs good ) and 
not have gone about to make them thus odious in theeyes ofthe: 
people. . Nay he himſelf bad bid men doas they faid, butin-ver. 3. 
of that Chap. Now wasit likely that ever men ſhould mind what 
they. ſaid, or obſerve their dorine, when he had chus repre- 
. ſented them, . «s oppreſſors of the conſcience, ver.4. as devonrers: 
of widdows houſer, and making long prayers in Hypocriſie, ver. 
15. as making their proſelytes more.the children of bell then- 
themſelves, ver.15. as negleters of the weighticr matters of the 
Law, judgement, Mercy and Faith, ver.23. as appearing ri ghe 
teorus to men, but full of Hypocriſie and iniquity, Ver,28, as of 
the ſame generation that killed the Prophas, ver.31.32..as d - 
ceevers, 4s ſuch as ledintotheditch, (and bid men beware of 
their leaven ) were not theſe good kind ofinconragements for 
People to hear them ? Yea he charged chem with rrrting wp the 
Kingdome of heaven againſi men, andn:t goingin themſelves, 
nor ſuffering men to enter that were g04ng In, Ver.Þ3. How cou:d: 
they obſerve. what they taught without hearing them? and 
would-Chriſt wiſh avy to hear ſuch men as chete? Yet for all this, 
without doubt they were not without their juſtifications againit 
Chriſt in theſe: reſpeRs, and alſo had their charpes( on the 0- 
ther hand) ready againſt him. Now how did they ſhur up the 
Kingdome of Heaven againſt men? Did not they ceach che 


Law, and dire& men tothe Ordinances of God,- and open the 


Prophets wordsto them ? wasthis ſhutting up the Kindome of 
heaven ?: And would :not they ſuffer men to enter? Why,their 
work was.to win people to their profeflion, they would corapaſs 


Sea and Landto makea proſelyte. How {tifly mighti the Jews 


have pleaded againſt Chriſt, that he did ſlander rheir godly Mi- 
niſters, ,who were.very painful and. zealous in opening _theScrip- 
Lures, 


4 Claſs for Profeſſors.” = - 
tares, and teaching the way of God ? nay he himſelf could not 
deny but they taught well: for he himſelf ſaith, wharſorver 
they bid yon obſerve, that obſerve and do, Mat. 23:3. But 
mark now, that ye may underſtand the thing, icis thus. Any 
reaching, or expounding of Scriptures out of the life, ſhurs up 
the Kingdome : for the Life isthe Kingdome: and words from: 
the life yeild the favour of the Kingdome: but words out of it 
( chough never ſo good andtrue )reaclrnot to the life in another, 
but only build upa knowledge in the contrary wiſdome,*and 
reach to hold-the truth in the unrighteouſmeſs, where Satans 
Kingdome ſtands, and'where he hath the dominion over all that 
is brought thither. And ſo this kind of teaching and knowledg 
ſhuts up the doorand way of life, and muſt be loſt, before the 
Kingdome can be found, [1 

They ſhurup the true Kingdome, but they opened another 
Kingdome, they opened the Kingdome another way, ( which 
wasintruch ſhutting of it, ) and they had Diſciples and Children 
of theKingdome whem they tickled with the hope of life, and 
fedwith promiſes-and comforts : -but theſe che Lord would fhur 
out. Aſfany ſoall come from the Eaſt and Weſt, and ſhall fit down 
with Abraham, and Iſaac,and facob, in the Kingdome of Hea= 
ven + but the Children of the Kingdome, ſpall be caſt out into ut- 
ter darkneſs, Mat. 8.11,12. Thisis as true at thisday, in this 
preſent diſpenſation, asit was then in thatdiſpenfation, though 
men make it great accuſation againſt us, charging us that we 
fay none are the people of God but our ſelves, and as if all were 
damned but we; Theſe are-mens harſh and unſavory exprefli- 
ons; we uſe-not to ſpeak after thismanner, but ſoberly open the 
ateof the thing,asit ſtands in the truth { and as it hath been re- 
vealed unto us, by him who is true,and cannor lie, )which is thus: 

Thatthroughk which men are ſaved, is thedifpenſation. of truth 
, intheirage, Themeaſure of lighr, which God gives forth in- 
every age; thatis the means and proper way of Salvation inthat 
ace: and whatever menget, orproteſs of the knowledg of truth, 
declared in former ages, yer making uſe of that to withſtand: 
the preſent difpenſarion of truth in their age, they cannot thereby 
befaved, but may thercby be hardened againſt that which ſhould- 
favechem. Andthis weare aſſured of from the Lord, that as 
the Jews could not be ſaved by the Law of Moſes ( making uſe 
of it in-oppoſition to the ſhining of che light of God inthe __ 

phets 
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pherk in; th$p;profegr ages ) nor; afterwards could be! ſavedby 
magnifyjog aud oþferying bothche words of 17o/es at the Pro- 


phets, :and:rheir-belief. from chence.ota 47e74h to come, ( niaks, 


mg.uſe of theſethings'to oppoſe rthatappearance of Chet inthe 
fleſh, which was the diſpenſation of their day chen.- ) No more 
can any. Profeſſors be ſaved now, by belief of-a Chriſt come, o: 
adyxhing whichithey: can learn or practiſe.from the Scripeures, 
making; ſe thereof ta oppoſe the diſpenſarion of this dey. which 
diſpenſation is the immediate andpowertul breaking forth of the 
lightaafcheSpitit, in thehearcs of Gods people (who have-eac- 
neltly fought,;:;and.in much forrow and perplexity of Spirit, Jong= 
edand waited-for him ) afcer this long darx nightof the Ant: 
chrifttan apoſtacy,.! ;. 7 va | 
There remain vet ſome other exceptions-againk him, abour 
the time 6f his ſuffering deathg, with bis bard uſage, which would 
got whyllybepafſed over... i 2014 | 
As firſt; his diſreſpeRive or irreverend anſwering of the high 
Prieſt, ( asit ſeemed to them)when he asked him of bis DoRrine, 
Zohn 18. verſ. 19. His anſwer was, that 'he ſpeke openly in the 
Warld;. not in ſecret, why atkeſtk thou me? atk them that heant 
me whereupon ohe ofthe. Officers firuck him,ſaying ; An/wer:e; 
thowuthe high Prieſt: ſo? verſ.'22,; The plainnels and timplicity of 
the life ( which bows to God; and cannot regard man 1n the 
cranſgteiſion-) ſeems rudeand unmannerly to the lofty Spirit of 
the world: | | 
- (2. His filenceat the Teſtimonies brought againſt him, and to 
the hiph Prieſt, when he/queſtioned: him, fark; 14, 60, Gr. 
Endeedeither. the ſpeaking or {ilence in the life, is offenſive to 
the carnal profeſſor, who knoweth not the Lawof rhe life 11 
Ws particular, but.can eithter ſpeak or be, ſilent according to his 
own will. This.ts the difference berween the true and che fall 
Chriſtian ;. The falſe Chriſtian, his knowleds and Relicion ftands 
in his o0wa'will, in his ownundetitanding, ( he ſpeaks in his own 
time ) both which ate crucified;n} him char ts born of the SPi- 
rit. | 
3. When he did' ſpeak the truth of himſelf, the high Prief 
rent his cloaths,..and charged him with blaſphemy, Aar. 26.64. 
And thoſt tharwereby; fell in. wich the high. Prieſt, and (aid he 
was p#lty' of death, verf..:66,; Then they {pat on his, face and 
buſfetted him, and [miite him,.and mack:d him,aud blindfolded 


him, 
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{mute him, Mat. 26. 67, 68 and Ls e222. 63,0417 1 
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takeir for granted rhathe was an evil doer, and worrhy'ot. death, 


'bi 


' 


his men of Wai,” (&t him at ngnght, and mocked bim,., and arayr 


malice, ahd they might þe content to ſpares. being cqucified. 
They tell hit they havea Law, and by theip, Law hepughtra 
dye,becault he made himſelf the Son 2 God,- Fobn 19: ver. 4. 
to 8; (ſee how they turn and wind. every way. to, makethe { 
innocent an offender, and to make ſomeLaw; of one kind or | 
other, rake hold of him ! ) But when all their accuſatianswould 
not prevail with Pate, bur Rill{fremi.the ſenſe of his Ry ) 
| c 
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he hada mind to releaſe bim, they uſe another ſubtile artifice, 
celling him, 5f b# let this man go, be was not Ceſars friend, Fohn 
19. 12. Thiscarricsit with Pilate, now he diſputes no further, 
bat delivershim up to their will, Zzke23.5. 

- Now thou, who readeſt this, take heed of judging the Jews 
for all this wickedneſs, while the ſame nature is alive in thee, 
which did all this in them: for aſſuredly thou ( in whom thar 
nature, whichdid ir in them, is not ſubdued ) wouldſt have done 
the fame thing, hadſt thow lived in thoſe dayes. Thou thar 
diſdaineſt and perſecuteſt the appearance of Chriſt inthis ape, 
whuldithave diſdained, & have perſecuted his appearance in that 
age, do not deceive thy Soul. 

The Jews did zs lictle think, that ever they ſhould have puta 
Prophet, 'or any good man to death ( much leſs the Aſcſſiah ) 
as thou canſt : yea, they could blame their Fathers for killing the 
Prophets, andſay, ifthey badlived in thoſe dayes, they would 
not have done it: and yet doſt-thou not read whaethey did? 
The perſecuting Spirit was ever blind, and couldin noage read 
its evil and bitter nature, anditsenmity againſt the life and pov- 
er. Be not thou blind in thy day ( as they werein theirs ) and 
an enemy under pretence of being a friend. 

' -4- Another exception or argument againſt him about rhe 
time of his ſuffering death, was, thathe did no: put forch his 
power toſave himſelffrom the croſs, he /aved others, let him ſave 
himſelf, ifhe'be Chriſt the choſen of God, Luke 23.35. Isi6 
likely that this is the Son of God, and that he did ſo many mira- 
cles by the power of God, and cannot now favehimſelf from the. 
croſs? This his ſaffering death on the Croſs didalictle ſtumble 
ſome of the Diſciptes( as may appear, Lzke 24. 20, 21. )and 
was enough to have overturned the faith ( ofany ) which ſtood 
not in the'Spirit, and inthe power. The Souldiersalſo could 
mock and manage this argument againſt him, ſaying, 1frhowu be 
the King of che Tews' ſave thy ſelf, Luke 23.37. And they that 
paſſed by,reviked him, wagging their heads and ſaying, T how that 
deſtroyeſt-the Temple, and buildeſt it in three dayes, ſave thy ſelf, If 
rhow be the Son of God,come dows from the Creſs, Mat. 27.39, 40. 
Likewiſe the chief Prieſts with the Scribes and Elders, mocked 
among themſelves, ſaying, he ſaved others, himſelf he cannot 
fave. Let Chriſt the King of Iſrael deſcend. now from the Croſs, 
that we may ſteandbeilieve, Mark, 15. 31, 32, One of the 
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Thieves alſo railed on him ſaying, If thou be the Chriſt ſave th 
ſelf and ws, Lnke243. 39. And when he cryed out to his Gog, 
Eli, Eli, &c. they derided him, The man calleth for Elias, 
let us ſee whether Elias will come to ſave him, Mat. 27. 47, 
49. Ard after he was dead, the chief Prieſts and Phuriſees ſpake 
of him, asofa known deceiver, ver/. 63. Ard ſeem in a pious 
zeal for the Church, to takecarethar there be no further occaſi- 
on after his death, for the reviving and ſpreading of his deceit 
and errors, ver/. 64. Thus the holy one, the pure one, the 
juſt and true one,( in whoſe heart and mouth wasno guile foynd) 
was numbred among tranſgreſſors, accounted a deceiver, and 
put to death as a blaſphemer by the zealous prieſts and profeſſors 
of that age, who were ſo confident of the righteouſneſs of their 
cauſe ( on the behalf of the Law of Aoſzs, and their Sabbaths, 
Temple, &c. ) againſt him, that when Pi/ate waſhed his hands 
asclear of his bloud, all the people anſwered and ſaid, hzs bloyd 
be on 5, and on dur children, Mat. 27. 25, Bord eg 
Now let men conſider what. the preat exceptionsare, whick 
they have againft the living appearance of Chriſt in his Spirit 
(now towards thecloſe of the apoſtacy ) and againſt us his wit- 
neſſes, whom the Lord hath called forth to teſtifie to his name, 
Many exceptions men have againſt our Perſons, our Dottrine, 
our Prattiſes, for want of miracles, &c. Is this generation 
more wiſe, or juſt in their exceptions then the former.was? 
. Conſider the main ones alittle. : 
Their great exceptions againſt our Defrineare. | 
1. That we preach up a light within, and that he thaj © 
receiveth that light receiveth a perfe gift, and growl. > 
up in it, groweth np to perſeitiou, which in thes life( through 
faith and chedience to this light or perfett gift ) may be 
attained, and the body of ſin put off, and the new man Chreiſf 
ut 07. . 
: Anſw, Tndeed we cannot but preach up the light within, and 
declare unto men how preat things it hath donefor us, even 
that which we could never by any means meet with, from any 
light without. And this is perfe&t, and tends to make perfeR, 
_ carrying onits work daily. Now he that feelsits virtue, cannot 
doubrof its power. He that ſeeth the body of ſin daily going 
off, cannot doubt but he may be tripped Indeed if a man ſtrive 
2gairftfintn his own will, (and by his owy gathered knowledg) 
D - he 
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he cannot get much ground, and. ſo it is hard for him to believe - 


perfetion. Bat be that: feels unity with that which is perfeR, 
cannot but acknowledg-that it is able to perfet: him, andin 
faith and patience is encouraged to hope and wait for ic. 


2. That we deny that Chriſt which dyed at' Feruſalem, and © 


bis imputed righteouſneſs, and (et up an inherent righttouſ- 
neſ7. ' 
PR We know no. other Chriſt then that which dyed at 
Fernſalem, only we confeſs our.cheif knowledg of him isin Spi- 
rit. And as Cliriſt ſaid inthe dayes of his fleſh, that the way to 
know his Father, was to know him; and that hethat knew him, 
knew the father alſo. So we now witneſs, that the way to know 
Chriſt is to know theSpirir, and that hethat knoweth the Spirit, 
knoweth Chriſtalſo, with whom Chriſt is one, and from whom 
he cannot be ſeperated, And as for imputed righteouſneſs, itis 
Too pretious a thing to us for to be denyed by us, That which 
we depy is mens putting of it-out, of-tts place,. applying it tg 
them who are-not in the true faich, and walk..nor in the true 
lishe: for inthe eruelight ( where the fellowſhip is with the Fa- 
ther and the Son) there alonethebloud cleanſeth, r 7ohn 1.7, and 
there alone the righteouſneſs is imputed to him, who is cleanſed 
by.the bloud in the light, and not to himwho knows ic nor. 
-And es for inherent righteouſneſs , we meddle not with that 
word, but this we ſay , That our life exceedingly lies in feeling 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt wrought, and.revealedinus; and 
we wiſh men could.come out of the reaſoning aboutir, into 
the feeling of the ſame thing with us: for chen weare ſure they 
would not ſo ſharply, nor ſo long contend... | 
3. That we deny the Ordinances and means of Salvdtion., 

Anſw. We deny nothing that the Apoſtles or Chriſtians for- 
merly praiſed, nor do we deny. any thing that any now pra- 
Qiſe in the light, and in the fanh - but-the ſetting up of ſuch 
things Mm the will, that we deny ; or the imitating theſe with- 
out the command of the Spirit, that we denyalſo. And this we. 
teſtifie, that Antichriſt crept in here, and that they are his 
great cover to keep men from the life, and therefore warn rex 
ro mind the life, and to take heed they be not kept from the ſub- 
Kance by the ſhadows, where Antiebriſt lies ſurcking to bewitch 
from the ſubſtance, And we are ſure that theſe 1n Antichriſis 


hands, are notthe means of Salvation ;- but keep fromthe ſight 
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of the holy. City, .where the life and Salvarion is. *And weread 
that the oxtward Ceart was given to the Gentiles,” who trod un- 
der foot the hely City, Revel: 11. 2. Ard we have found by ex- 
perience, that while we our ſelves were ctying up the outward 
Court, wedid tremple under foot the holy City, though we then 
knew 1t not. | TEEST 

Their exceptions againſt our .Perſoxs are, that we are igno- 


rant, illiterate, and alſo w»ſctled Perfons ( who bave ſtill been 


ſeeking up and down, cc. ) 

Anſw. What Perſons are fitteſt for God to- make uſe of, to- 
wards the recovery of his People out of the Apoſtacy ?. Doth not 
God ch uſe that which is weak, and mean, and contemprible, har 
his glory might the more appear? Is not this a more likely way 
for-him toſtcal upon the World, thenif he appearedin the wife 
and learned ores? Andamong whom is bis appearing to beex- 
pected? among thoſe who are ſetled upon their leesin the A- 
poſtecy , or among thoſe who have mourned, panted,and ſought 
to come our of it, and could not be ſetled without his appearing 
tothem, and fixing of their feet upon theRock. But have we 
been unſetled, ſince God hath faſtned us on the living Founda- 
tion? Nay, hereis no more going out, but he that abides faith- 
ful, remains a pillar in the houſe of God. | be 

Men except likewiſe againſt our pratts/es, as that we ſhew 
not 7/pþett to perſons, and that weare not ſtrilF ( aftertheir man» 
ner”) #7 duties, &c. -\ 
- Anſw. We baveheardthat voice, Fear God, and giveGlory 
to him, Revel. 14.7, ( not only as it is written there, but in 
Spirit: Jand where the Lord is exalted, the glory of the crea- 
ture falls: read 7/a. 2. bow all falls in that day, that God alone: 
might be exalted. And we cannot, in this. mighty day ofthe 
Lord, -anyilonger give to man that honour which he hath gathe- 
red'in the; fall, and which 'pleaſeth the fallen nature, and not 
that whtch is borne of God. And for d#ties, we have bewailed: 
( in the Gght ofthe Lord ) our. former running into dutieswith- 
out his Spirit : and we muſt confeſs wecan only pray in the Spir 
rit, fing in the'Spirit, wait in the Spirir, ſpeak-in theSpirit (/as 
that gives utterance») and not.of |our ſelyes, -or'whetiwe will; 
but as we feel life ( ſtrength and-power from on high leading and 
alliſtingus.  Andour religion confiſtsneither ig willing nor run+ 
ning, but in waiting 'on the Spitit. and power of the Lord, to 
" » 3+ 4; > on 
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work all in nsand fot us. All theſe things we look upon ts be our 
duty, and practiſe them. | IH 

-It 15 likewiſe excepted againſt us,that we do not work Miracles, 

Anſw. Wepointto that which wrought all the outward Mira- 
cles formerly, and which now worketh great inward Miracles in 
ſpirit : and we are ſure the ſame power ( which we have received 
the Goſpel in ) is of the ſame healing virtue. Burt that power 
worketh according tothe purpole of its own will, and not accor. 
ding to the will of man ( yea though Pax! had thegift of healing, 
yet he left Trophimus at Miletum fech, 2 Tim. 4. 20. ) neither 
was the will or wiſdome of man ſatisfied in all thofe Miracles 
which Chriſt and the Apoſtles wrought. It is enough for us toffee! 
and1ive in the moving of the power, in which werejoyceand are 
more ſatisfied ( that byir our names are written in the Book of 

Life ) then wecould by any fuch outward and vitible appearance 
and manifeſtation of it. But if we did work outward Miracles , 
yetif hou hadſt not an inwardeye to ice them with,thou wouldſt 
not be able to diſtinguiſh by what power they were wrought. 

- To what purpoſaſhould'T mention any more particulars? Is it 
not enough? O fear before the Lord, and do not loſe the pre- 
ſent diſpenſation of life through miſtake ( or becauſe ye cannot 
have things ſuited to your corrupt wills) but know the Goſpel , 
which is au inward diſpenſation, and doth not conſiſt in oatward 
ſhadows, 'bur in jnward virtne, life and power : for the King- 
dome of God ts righteouſneſs, and peace, andjoy inthe holy Spirit, 
Corte to wait-for that; to fee that, to unicerhere , and then-we 
ſhall nordifferabour that which is outward, - But it is Antichriſts 

(by the Magiſtrates power ) to force an agreement about 
the outward, which deſtroyes that tendernefs.of conſcience which 
- priſtvvettheinwards! 7 et 2 3 T2 1302. 

--And now'let me put one'Q1eftion to'you , Where' is the deceit 
of chenpecafter Chriſt to be expected ? Did the: Jewsdeny Loſes 
ind che Prophets Writings, or Ordinances? nay werethey'not 
very-zealous for theſe ? 'and were not theſe their cover , under 

which \chey' perſecured Chriſt, 'and. vented all rheir (malice a- 
Skidft 'Hj#1'7- $0\catt-it. be pxpeRted now!, char clie Deceivers of 


thisapeſhoukidenythe Apoſtles writings, orcheprattifes there-. 


rnmentioned ?- Oris irnor rather to beexpeRed;tharuuder their 
crying up of theſe, 'they ſhouldhidetheir enmityagainſtthe life? 
Search aad ſee, hathrngrevery after-age of Profeſſors took a 
ST EE Re 6 WY EOEY words 
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( which came from'it, andreſtified of it ) > go it, 


and cryed them up, in that carnal way wherein they appr 
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| them. And. by theſe means, practiſiag the ſhadows.inthe carnal 
mind, they loſt' the ſubſtance, which the proper uſe of the ſhz- 
dows was to. have pointedthem unto. =p 

3. Their high conceits of the goodneſs of their ſtate in relation 
to Gog, -and of the certainty of their. knowl edge.of the traths of 
God from Moſes and the Prophets. © They were contident that they 
knew God aright,,. and that he was their, father , and that they 
were his children and people... And ſo Chriſtappearing in a ſcem- 
ing contrariety to theſe, (.notwithſtanding alt his powerfnl. prea- 
ching and miracles) they made no queſtion but they might boldly 
conclude him, notto be of God. bs 

4. Chriſts coming in a way that thy looked not for him, . They 
had concluded from theScriptures, how Chriſt muſt, appear, ; and 
he coming in a far differentmanner, they could not.own him, buc 
looked upon him as a Deceiver, ore that pretended to be Chriſ}, 
| but was not like to what the.Scripture ſaid of Chrif: So what 
the Scripture ſaith of Chriſts ſecond coming, is hid as much from 
- «the carnal eye of profeſſors in this age, as whaegpay 1d concern- 
' ing his firſt coming, was hid from them in their age; *and;he will 
teal upon;themas a T hief, at a time, andina way,and after a nian- 
ner that they'expeR not. | : | Ex 
- .5. (Which is the main one, andthe cauſe of all the former) 
Becauſe they were from the l1ght within, from the true light in 
their:own hearts and. confciences, The light within is the great 
Ordinance of God, and the proper.means.to give the knowledge 
of him, (:2 Cor. 4:64, without which it was never received under 
any diſpenſation: fox.the light that ſhines abroad /or from with- 
out )- can alone þe known and received by thelight chac ſhines 
within. Chriſt himſelf opens this in. a Parable, The light of the 
body ( ſaith he ) ix theeye,, if therefure thine eye be ſingle, ( clear, 
without beams or moats.) thy whole begy hallbe fall of light, Mat, 
6-22- Butif that be evil, Frhark dark, if that be ofaby the 
Godof the world, all 2»/es words, all the Prophers words,. yea 
all Chriſts apd his Apoſtles words, cannot give thee light.” Canl 
ſec the light of che Sun, Moon, or Stars, ( or of any fire or candle) 
if T have not a natural eye, and if thatinactural eye be nor open ? 
So neither can I ſee the light of any diſpenſation of Jife, if 1 have 
notan eye within me open,wherewich to ſee it. So that that which 
gives me the ſight of the things of God,ts the eye which God hath 
given me. By that may be read che eternal poxer and God-head 
a £10921 | h _ 
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in thecreatures, in the Books of 2Zoſes and the Prophets, inthe -- 
writirgs of the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, astheſpirit leads and'v» 
pens.” Yea the ſame ſpirit that opened to theſe withour Books, 
may again open to any of us wirbout Books at his pleaſure, (arid 
will not belimited:to Books ) and we then may read alſo as they 
did, everrwithin in the ſpirit, and in the immediate life, but 
without this, can none of the things of God be readaright. Now 
the Codof this-world had blinded this eye in the Jews, yea they 


' themſelves had topped rheiriears, andcloſed their eyes, &c. they 


would not ſee this way, they wonld not be converted and healed 
this way. They would keep up the knowledge, which they had 
gathered from eſes and the Prophets without this eye; and 
with that they would fee, or notart all.” : 53 
Thus being fromthe light within, they could not fee the place 
of life within, where life is to bereceived : they could not ſee 
the wombe of wiſdom, which is within, ' and ſo could not enter 
into it, and be born again. And being not born of the wiſdome, 
how could they juſlifie the wiſdome? being not born of the 


_ light, how could they know or own Chriſt; whoſe coming and 


appearance was in the light ? For that appearance of Chriſt the 
life, in. that body of fleſh, could not be diſcerned by all mens - 
wiſdome in the letter, (the Difciples themſelves came not'ſo:ts 
know it) but my Father which i in Heaven hath revealed itto 
you. And mark it,. the Diſciples, who were illiterate and nor 
ſo knowing of the Scriptures that were written of Chriſt, yet 
they knew Chriſt : and the Scribes and Phariſees, which were 
very skilfu] in the letter, could not know him. What was the 
reaſon ? The reaſon lay in the difference of the eye, or light 
wherewith they looked: the one looked withan'outward eye; - 
the other with an inward eye. Andalittle inward light wil do that, 
which a great deal of outward ſight will not do. -Andthis Ican 
certainly affirm, that all the light that men'can gather from the 
Scriptures, cannot givethem the knowledge of Chriſt as he hathy 
appeared in thisage, nay nor as he hath appeared in anyape 
ſince thedaies of the Apoſtles : bur a little true inward lightwill 
vive the apts 9+ 2 of this thing;* and open thoſe Scriptures in- 
fallibly ( in its ſeaſon ) which all” the Generations of wiſe and * 
learned men have beer-controverting and diſputing «bout, in 
that wiſdome and ſearching ſpirit whichis never tounderſtand 
them. This then -is- tho main and fullreaſon of this deep error ob 
23S 311 the-- 


>the Jews, 'and their defperare ſplicring upon the-rock, .which 
would have ſaved'them, They were begorten of the Letter mhich 
was given forth in former. apes, -bat no of the Jifewhich was 
raiſedup in their age: and ſochey. knew not how. totura tothe 
light within, which alone-was able togive themthetree and cer- 
tain know of the things of God. - ; ot ATW a atk 
- Now conſider theſe things well, O yeProfeſſors of this age, 
and take heedthat ye do not fall after the fame example of unbe- 
| leif. Bewothigh minded, but fear. Be not ſo confident of what 
\ you have gathered by your wiſdom for eruth fram the Scriptures, 
(after the manner that they were, of what they hatlgathered by 
their wiſdome ) but. fear leſt ye ſhould be miſtaken, as they 
were: and wait for the opening ofthateye in you;' which was 
ſhut in them, even the true eye, inthe true Light, by the holy 
anvinting, whers there never Was, nor can be any miſtake,” The 
Jews fell by unbeleif, wnbgltifof what? They beleeyedithe Scrip- 
tures,they belecved atcording tothar knowledgthey had gather- 
ed from the Scriptures : but rhey did not delceve in the livin 
word. They had a knowledgeabidingin them, which they had 
gathered from the Scriptures, . but they had nor the living word 
abiding in them; and fo-their faith was bat unbeleif;' .( for the 
living: faith, Rtands in beleif of the'living. word/ in the heart, 
which-the Scriptures dire to; without the knowledge of which, 
allitnowledpe of wordsis vain; and without faith in which, all 
faith js vain alſo)Now ſaith the Apoſtle to the Gentile-Chriſtians, 
T how flandeft by faith, Rom,r1.20. by what Faith ? ByFaithin | 
thar- word 'in the heart,” which;they negleRedand turned from, 
Row; 10. 8. far AMofes had taught them, -afcer the Laws and 
Qrditances,about'worſhip and ſacrifices, that the word that they 
were:to'obey and do(the word that could givethem life, and-make 
them obedient to all the commandements without ) was-in their 
hearrand mouth, Dent. 30.14. and ſo the Prophet Aficah,when 
they pdopoſed ſacrifices; and Oil, to pleaſe God with, - hebrings 
theeeo thiswhich was given to thenrineommon with mankind, 
Mich.'6. 8, for all Ordinances and 'Laws,and obſervations,and 
praGiſes withouc, are but. cobringto the life within, whichis 
to be-found again rhere, whereic was loft, and Kill lies fliin and 
hid (evetr: in rhefeild, orhouſe where it was loft. ) And he thac 
ſoeks_abtroad,, never-finds is ; bur when-the candleis lighred-in 
his 10wn houſe; and be ſearches nareowiy inthe feild Cray | 
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 heart,and the eternal.eye begins to open in him, then he cries out, 


God was in this place, and Twas not aware of it. Ah how the ene 
my bewiched me,co run from mountain to mouncain, and from hill 
ro hill, and hath hereby covered my eyefrom beholding the moun- 
rain of the Londs houſe, and from feeling che ſpring of my life \ 
which I further and furtherran fromzall the while] was ſeeking a- 
broad. Therefore © ye Profeſſors, be not ſo conceited like the Jews, 
and running after them into their deſolation and miſery, bur learn 
wiſdome by their fall ! Do nor you ſet up your Ordinances and 
Scriptures, .after the manner that they ſer up theirs: forthists 


your Dauger: for this I clearly, in the Light of the Lord, teſtifie 


to you: that ifye gather a knowledge and wifdom from the ler: 
ter of the Scripcures, after the manner that they did, without 
knowledge of the word within, and-without a light within from 
that word, ye loſe the living faith, ye are but dead branches, and 
all your knowledge of Scriptures, and practiſes, and Faith, and 
Duties, ec. that ye here hold and obſerve, are but for the fire, 
and the flames of eternal wrath, ſhall kindie more fiercely upon 
you becauſe of them, then uppn the Jews: for ye ſtumble at 
the ſame {tumbling ſtone, at which-they ſtumbled and fell, and jc 
will fall upomyou alſo. And as you have more Scriptures, then 
they had, and theexperience of their fall to warn you : ſo your 
deſtruction will be exceeding dreadful if ye negle& ſopreat ſal- 
vation,where of at this day there are fo _ living & powerful 
witneſſes, as they are known and owned to be in the light of the 
Lord,though deſpiſed in your exalted and conceited wiſdom. 
Now to help any honeſtand fngle hearts among you, over this 
great ſtumbling block of a light within , con{ider theſe few 


things. 


1, Thatall the knowledge ( all the true knowledge ) that ever 
ye had of God was from alight within. I do not deny that ye 
might receive your knowledge through the Scriptures (and 
ſome warmth formerly in choſe things which ye call Ordinances, 
and duties ) but chat whereby ye received the knowledge, was 
rhe light within , the eye that God ſecretly opened in your 
ſpirits. This was the way yethen came by it, though ye perhaps 
might feel the rhing, but not know how ye came by it : evenas 
a Babe may ſee truly, butdoth not underſtand its own eye, or 
knows how it ſees. . bogs nr 
| E 2, While 
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| 2. While thiseye was kept openin you, your knowledgeway 
true in its meaſure, and ſerviceable to you, and diddraw you 
neerer:to God, making ye truly tender, meek, ſweet, hamble, 
patient, loving, gentle, andfull of pretiousbreathings towards 
God, and after righteouſneſs. O how lovely were you to God in. 
this ſtate | when Iſrael was a child, Ileved him. God remembreth 
at this day the kindneſs of your youth, andis ſeekingafter you, 0 
 whydo yeſo harden your hearts againſt him! 
| - 3. That wherever thiseye is ſhut, the vertue ofthe true know- 
ledg is loſt, and «the ſweet fruits- thereof wither. The out- 
ward part of the knowleds may be retained, yea, perhaps 
much increaſed, but the life is gone, and the pure lweer Savouri- 
neſs ( to God ) vaniſhed. Andif this eye were but a little open- 
ed apain in you, your death and unſavourine's might be ſoon 
ſeen and felr by you in: all your knowledge, duties, ordinances, 
yea in your very graces. and experiences. . You have a faith 
ſtill, yea, bur it wants the ſavour of your former faith 3. ye hayg 
ſome kind of love, sentleneſs, and meekneſs, yea, but it is bue 
a thing formed by the fleſhly wiſdome -a»d reaſoning, but not 
natural from the living ſpring; notſuch as ye once felc , &e. for 
> the. true and living eye being ſhut, that which isthen beſt ({ or 
afterwards-attained ) is held butin the dead part, and ſervesbur. 
to feed death, | 
4- The great work and deſign of the enemy-of your Souls, is 
nat to te?) away the bulk of your knowledg,. orto draw you. 
from axdinances, or duties, but to ſteal the life ont of your Spi- 
rits. ThisI have experimented from my child-hood, I might 
ſtill have knowledg. enough ef any kind, but that which 1 wanted. 
was life, and I was ſtill ſick under all che ſorts of knowledge thar 
ever I met with, and under all-ordinances and duties, for want 
of life. The Lord had/given my-ſoula taſte of crue life, whereby. 
X became unſatisfied-wichout ic,and no manner of knowledge cr. 
enjoyment could take me up by the way : ;yea,. whe: through: 
excremity, I ſeemed wi ling to- be-content- wich any thing, yet 
Rill my heart. was (ck after that onething,- waich alone could 
truly caſe and fatigfie it. Now if cheenemy can but-prevail here- 
in, toblind theinward eye, and ſteal away the life within, he, 
hath enough.\- Then abound, much asthou wilt, in knowledg, 
in.zeal, in duties, in ordinances, in reading vcciptures, pray-. 
| mg... 
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ing, meditating, &c. thous rt the ſurer his hefeby, andſo mnch © 
the better ſervarit to him : for how much'the richer thon art in 
knowledge , experiences ,” hopes [and aſſurance ( withone the 
life and power.) ſo much the more acceptable, and honourable, 
and uſeful art thou in his kingdome. BA | 
Therefore ſeewhereye are, Isthe inwardeye open in you? do 
ye know-the light within ?-'( ſurely he thar ſees by a light within, 
can hardly fpeak evil of it! ) or haththe enemy," by fome of his 
artifices, drawna vailover that eye; wherewithye onceſawia 
ſome meaſure:? O be:nor ſlight ina matter of ſogreat weight ! 
O pleaſe not your ſelves with the eye of the periſhingwiſdome, . 
with deaths eye, and with deaths knowledge of Scriptures, and 
af tbe Son of God, which ſpeaks great words of the fame of true 
wiſdome, but isa ſtranger and enemy to the thing} O, life is 
pretious, eternal-lite is. pretiovs. © To have the word of God a- 
biding in the heart, and to-feel the true light giving thetrue 
life, who can ſet a-value on this ! "Ah do not looſe your Souls 
for atrifle, for a little ſuch knowledge of Scriptures as the earth- 
ly part can-gather! (ThisI cannot but exceedingly deſpiſe, al- 
though the Scriptures truly honour; for their teſtimony of thar' 
whereby live ) if ye ſee not the way of fifeby the inward lighe 
( which alone can ſhew ir ) ye looſe your Souls. 1f the God of 
the World hath blinded that eyein you, what are all your trea- 
ſures of wiſdome and knowledg? What areall your hopes? and 
what will become of you ? All theſe ſparks of your own kindling - 
from Scripture, will not ſecure you from the bed of forrow. O 
ſeveral ſorts of profeſſors why will ye dye with the uncircumeji.- 
ſed ? why will ye go down into the pit, among them that know 
not the-Lord? | 3g 
But what ſballl ſay tothis generation?The piritually-wiſe fore- 
ſeerh the ſtorm, and hideth bimfelf, bur che ſpiritually-foollifh - 
run on headily, and are puniſhed. The cloudes have long been 
gathering, bur the ſick eye cannot diſcern the ſignsand ſeaſons 
of thetimes, and ſo becauſe jndgmenr-comes not as men ex- 
pected, they grow hard, ard wear off the the ſenſe, wherewith | 
they were ſomewhat affeRed at the firſt threatning of it. But - 
afſuredly both judgment and mercy haſten,and wey will come 
and will not tarry. - 
For. the-ſame Lord God Almighty, which confounded the 
E.2 - heatbens 
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| herhens, Babet (when their ſits: and vain.confidence was ripe Y 
whic *y builtca prevent any future floud. For though hes 
once had:the true knowledg of God from aninwardlight, Rom. 
I. 21.. yet they ſoonleft that, , rot /iking to retain God in their 
F- 7 © 285 verſ. 28, but runaing outinto im9aginations, and 
ſo building a Bb}, : whereby their fooliſh hearts became dark- 
ned to the.};ght,: which God had:madeto ſhineinthem, whictr 
ſhewed. whac :might be-known of God-unto them, verſ. 19. 
.- Yea the Lard God. which-overthrew the Jews Babel, which 
they had built from cheir knowledg of the Laws and ordinances 
of Hoſes,and the Scriptures written' to them ( they running our 
. Into imaginations alſo) whereby they likewiſe rhovght ro pre- 
vent the- over fiowing ſcourgeisom coming near them, 1a. 28. 


15. | | | 
TM ſame God will overthrow the Chriſtians Babel, which they 
have built from the Prophets and Apoſtles words, ( by their own 
imaginations, and conceivings,in the high mindedneſs,our ofthe 
fac) whereby they think to. eſcape the'dejuge oferernal wrath : 
for their City alſo ſhall be thrown down with violence, and ſoall 
te found no more at all, Revel. 18, 2/1, |) And the great work of | 
this.day.is todiſcovertherottenneſs of their wall,and the untem-' 
peredneſs of the morter wherewith they have dawbed it. He 
-that readeth let him underſtand : but the uncircumciſed in heart 


. andears, cannot, 


THE END 


